
    

 

No War with Russia.  

Peace in Ukraine. 

Is the US making things worse? 
 

 

We all want to avoid war with Russia. Especially 

one that can turn into a nuclear war. We also want 

respect for people’s rights to self-determination. 

We need to know what’s really going on to make 

the right choices and to advocate for a strategy of 

de-escalation. 
 

So, what is really going on? As usual, the mainstream 

media in the US is being fed talking points from the 

National “Defense” Establishment to put forth a 

particular narrative that helps the US public line up in 

support of US policy from the White House. As normal 

as that is, it is important in any democracy for the public 

to be informed of the full situation and see past the 

rhetoric. Democracies can only function properly with 

the INFORMED consent of the public.  

BACKGROUND: Let’s dive a bit deeper into the 

situation. Context is everything.  

According to the BBC “Russia denies it's planning any 

invasion, but it has seized Ukrainian territory before and 

it has an estimated 100,000 troops deployed near its 

borders. Russia has long resisted Ukraine's move towards 

European institutions, and NATO in particular. 

Ukraine shares borders with both the EU and Russia, but 

as a former Soviet republic it has deep social and cultural 

ties with Russia, and Russian is widely spoken there. 

When Ukrainians deposed their pro-Russian president in 

early 2014, Russia annexed Ukraine's southern Crimean 

Peninsula and backed separatists who captured large 

swathes of eastern Ukraine. The rebels have fought the 

Ukrainian military ever since in a conflict that has 

claimed more than 14,000 lives.” 

 

Why would Russia be willing to antagonize NATO and 

the United States, both entities that possess nuclear 

weapons and sophisticated military apparatus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War with Russia, has the potential to create great havoc 

and death, or worse still, escalate into nuclear 

confrontation – and NO ONE needs that – why would 

Putin and his government take such a risk?  

 

We are told that Russia has territorial ambitions and that 

they are using the crisis to pressure for concessions from 

the West. But does Russia have legitimate concerns? And 

is the West, or for that matter, Ukraine, contributing to 

the situation? These are things we need to know if we are 

to demand from our government an appropriate response. 

What does Russia want and how do we get them to 

backdown? What does the West want and what can we 

accept for a just peace?  

 

Russia feels threated by the West and the United 

States in particular. The national Security Archive,  

“Founded in 1985 by journalists and scholars to check 

rising government secrecy,”  documents discussions 

between NATO, The US and the former Soviet Union, 

and the Government of Mikal Gorbachev at the time of 

the reunification of Germany. It is clear from these 

documents that the Soviets walked away from talks with 

the understanding that NATO would not expand toward 

the East as a condition of German Unification., despite 

current claims from the US denying this. What followed?  

 

Take a look at the map on the next page. 

 
The Documents tell a different story than the one put out 

by the West. But regardless of their accuracy, 

understanding an adversary or former adversary's 

legitimate security concerns just never enters the minds 

of US foreign policy elites. 

The US and Russia do cooperate somewhat on a few 

issues, but it could, and should be much greater across a 

host of common concerns - reducing nuclear weapons, 

regional and global security, climate catastrophe, the 

pandemic and other issues. 
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  https://peacejusticenow.wixsite.com/website/ukanie-crisis  

 

 

Despite what was or was not said in the past, what is 

important here, as pointed out by Anatol Lievan  in  

TIME, is this:  “Russia Has Been Warning About 

Ukraine for Decades. The West Should Have Listened."  

Now we face a possible war in Europe between military 

blocks armed with nuclear weapons. We need to increase 

diplomacy and back away from military efforts that will 

only throw gas on the smoldering embers of a future, 

catastrophic war. After all, how many more catastrophes 

can we stand? 

As  Michael Klare's piece in the Nation asserts, the idea 

of trying to pin the blame on either "side is not useful 

resolving the issues instead focusing on getting out of the 

"March of Folly" to war. 

In that light, efforts in Congress to rush through more 

arms sales to Ukraine is just the sort of gas w do NOT 

need to stoke this into a conflagration that we will all 

regret. 

 

NO MORE GAS ON THE EMBERS!  

We are asking you to call your House members to vote 

against HR 6470, the so called “Defending Ukraine 

Sovereignty Act of 2022” in the House and its 

companion S 3488.  

These bills, if passed, would make Ukraine the THIRD 

LARGEST RECIPENT OF US MILITARY WEAPONS 

IN THE WORLD. (Behind the Egypt and Israel who are 

number tow and one respectively). 

Call 202-224-3121. Use information on this sheet to 

make your argument against sending more arms to 

Ukraine. We need diplomacy, not war and this only 

makes matters worse. Ukraine already has received US 

arms and allies are closing ranks with them. They do not 

need any more weapons from the US to defend 

themselves. 

“War is a Racket” 

 Smedley Butler, United States Marine Major General, 

retired. 1935 

Russian forces may be larger than Ukraine’s, but Ukraine 

is not alone in Europe. One thing we want to avoid is 

allowing weapons contractors to use this crisis as another 

way to fleece US taxpayers for more of our money to 

increase their already excessive profits form war and 

preparations for war. The above legislation states : “ -

-   ... authorized to be appropriated for the Department of 

State for fiscal year 2022 $500,000,000, as an 

authorization of emergency supplemental appropriations, 

for Foreign Military Financing assistance to Ukraine – “ 

This may come from existing weapons stocks. But make 

no mistake that it will eventually flow to weapons 

manufacturers who already reap obscene profits from 

war. 

We do not want a war with Russia. We cannot allow 

Congress to enable the US to stumble into another 

international conflict, no matter their intentions, that will 

be disastrous for us all… After all, we warned them on 

Afghanistan, we warned them on Iraq. We have warned 

them before they need to listen to us now, otherwise, 

the cost will be too high. 
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